A number of studies have explored the relationship between residents' sociodemographic characteristics and their perceptions of tourism impacts (Pizam 1978; Belisle and Hoy 1980; Pearce 1980 ). Pizam (1980) and Thomason and Crompton (1979) suggested that the more dependent people were on tourism for their livelihood, the more positive were their overall attitudes toward tourism. It has also been suggested that perceptions of tourism impacts vary with the distance a resident lives from a tourist zone (Belisle and Hoy 1980; Pearce 1980; Sheldon and Var 1984) , and with the age of local residents (Pizam 1980 (Weisberg and Bowen 1977) .
Once the legitimacy of the variables had been established, they were combined to construct a Guttman scale for measuring attachment level. Each respondent was assigned a scale score ranging from &dquo;1&dquo; to &dquo;4&dquo; based on the number of items passed (the degree of attachment) ( 
